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We’ve been hearing promises, predictions and positive things from those who make up our City Council’s New Majority ( Cader-Thompson, Hamilton, Keller, Maguire and Torliatt) since before any of them were on the Council.  Since they’ve been in power and in control of city government, time and their actions have shown that most of their promises, predictions and happy talk was no more than the political rhetoric of outsiders who want to be insiders.  They have achieved their objective of taking control of city government, but have proved to exhibit the same traits they previously attributed to those they were trying to oust, false promises and misleading rhetoric.





Remember when we were promised “Lafferty and Moon too.”?  Well we still don’t have use of Lafferty after spending an estimated $600,000 and several weeks ago the Moon Ranch was sold.  We were assured the Moon Ranch would remain available because no one would pay the $4+ million being asked for it.  Well, someone did.  





Local Realtors associated with this group assured us that the Moon Ranch was overpriced and, anyway, “there are other properties on Sonoma Mountain that are suitable and available.”  Well, so far none have been pointed out or even discussed.  Those promising us “Moon too” now blame the county for not purchasing land for a park on Sonoma Mountain.  They have to do this because the city has no money to spare.  “We’re not responsible” they say.





Remember that they couldn’t build the Rainier cross-town road and interchange because the cost had increased from $12 million to $35 million?  Surprise, right under their eyes the Payran flood fix has increased from $12 million to about $35 million and they tell us that, if they have to, there is redevelopment money available to pay for it.  “It’s the Corps of engineers fault, not ours”, they say.  “It’s not our fault”, they say





Councilmember Keller is always in the forefront of blaming someone else for any problems that arise.  The latest one is blaming Golden Gate 


Bridge or NWP staff for not doing all the work necessary to lock in a million dollar federal grant to the city for a central transit transfer station at the railroad station area next to Lakeville.  The person who represented the railroad interests on the Central Petaluma Specific Plan committee was, “ supposed to have told us if there was a problem”.  This is the same councilmember who is always haranguing staff to dot the I’s and cross the T’s and not trust others to look out for the city’s interests.





The fact that the Central Plan Committee, of which Councilmember Keller was a member, completed their work a year ago and the council hasn’t seen fit to even hold Planning Commission hearings on the plan, doesn’t seem to count with him.  Perhaps the person representing the railroad interests was waiting for the city to make a commitment before taking action on that portion of the plan.  Implementation of the Central Petaluma Plan is highly dependent on redevelopment money that the city may not have to spend because of the out of control Payran fix.





“We’ll fix the Washington/McDowell intersection” they said.  Well the fix will be taking away the right turn lane from Washington west bound to McDowell north bound and adding one lane to McDowell on each side of Washington.  And this won’t be done until 2002, possibly not until after that year’s elections.





Let’s add up the promises, predictions and positive talk.





“ Lafferty and Moon Too” - no Moon at all and no Lafferty in sight.





“ Fix traffic problems” - killed Rainier without providing an alternative, Washington and McDowell two to three years off from now (not from when the promise was made), no improvement to traffic flow anywhere in town.





The Payran flood fix - costs out of control and behind schedule.





The new sewer plant - costs increasing, schedule slipping, city’s consultant questioning feasibility of the City Council’s desired “natural” treatment type of facility.





Add to the above the hard fact that the New Majority has spent the city almost broke (they don’t even have money to paint the fire station at corona and McDowell) and their promises and predictions don’t 
